
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMIUTSSTONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Adopting
an Ordinance Regulating the
Locatj-on, Size, Duration and
Removal of Politica1 Signs

ORDTNANCE NO. 94_3

)
)
)
)
)

The Board_ of County Commissioners for Columbia County, Oregon
ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. IITLE.

This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 94-3.

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY.

This ordinance is adopted pursuant
203.035 and oRS chapter 368.

to the authority of ORS

sEgEIsN_3- PURPOSE.

The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the locati.on,
size, duration and removal of political campaign signs.

sEcTroN 4. pE,F:LN-rTrONS.

A. COMI'IERCTAI, BILLBOARD. An outdoor signboard permanently
attached to a building, structure or the ground upon which spaceis rented for the locatj-on of a sign

B. PoLrrrcAL cAI{PArcN srcN. A temporary sign regarding acandidate or candidates seeking any elective ottice or iegarding
any issue to be voted on by the electorate. Commercial billboardishall not be considered political signs for purposes of this
ordinance.

C. SfcN" Any letters, fiqures, symbols or designs
are intended to convey a message or to attfact attention.
SECTION 5. PROHTBTTED ACTIVITY.

ry9 political candidate, political campaignindividuar or other entity shalr erect or maintain
campaign signs except as authorized by this ordinance.

which

committee,
political
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SECTTON 6. LOCATTON.

No political campaign sign shal-l be located within the
boundaries of any public right-of-way or on any pubric property oraffixed to utility poles, trees, roCks or other-natural featuies.
No poritical campaign ,sj-gns shall be rocated on private property
without the consent of the person lawfuI1y in possession of thaproperty.

SECTTON 7. SrZE.

No individuar politi-cal campaign sign may exceed twenty
square feet in size.

(20)

SECTION B. DURATTON.

A. No political campaign sign may be erected earlier thanforty-five (45) days prior to the election date at which the
candidate or measure advocated by the political campaign sign is
on the bal}ot.

B. No political campaign sign may remain later than fifteen(15) days after the election date at which the candidate or
measure advocated by the political campaign sign is on the ba11ot.

SECTION 9. REMOVAI,.-

A. Any poritical campaign sign which is erectecl or
maintained in violation of the provisions of this ordinance or isnot removed as reguired by this ordinance may be removed by the
County Roadmaster or the Roadmaster's designee and shall be storedf9t a,period of thirty (30) days" rf the sign is not retrievedwithin that tjme period, the signs may be destroyed and/or thematerials otherwise used by the County.

B. A fee for the removal of each sign in violation of this
ordinance shall be imposed in a sum equal to the costs incurred bytle county, but not less than $10.00 for each poritical campaigisign removed. The fee may be deducted from the deposit p6st5a
pursuant to Section 10 below. ff the deposit is insufficienl, the
County may file an action in District or Circuit Court to recoverits costs.

SECTI oN 10. DEPOSTT.

Any poritical candidate, politicar campaign committee,individual or other entity wishing to erect or maintain ;poritical campaign sign or signs shaIl post a g50.00 deposit wi_ththe columbia county clerk prior to placement of the sign-or signs,or within f j-fteen ( 15 ) days of the ef fective dale of €rri_s
ordinance, whichever is later. The purpose of the deposit is to
ensure that the political campaign sign or signs will be erected,
maintained and removed as provided ny tnis ordinance. The deposii
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sha1l be refunded within thirty (30) days of the date of the
e]ection unress there has been a viol-ation of any of the
provisions of this ordinance. ff there has been a violation, only
such portion of the deposit will be refunded that is left aftei
the County deducts its costs for removal of the political campaign
sign or siqns.

SECTION 11. CONFORMANCE WTTH STATE LAW.

Thj-s ordinance shaIl in no way be a substitute for, nor
eliminate the necessity of conforming with any and at1 state,
federal and other municipal laws, rules and regulations which are
now or may in the future be in effect. This ordinance is in
addition to state, federal and munici_pal 1aws, rules, and
regulations.

SECTTON 12. REPEAL.

Amended Ordj-nance No. 86-8 is repealed.

SECTION 13. PENAITY.

This ordinance may be enforced as provided by, and violators
hereof are subject to the penalties provided in, the Columbia
County Enforcement Ordinance. This ordi-nance may be enforced by
the Board of County Commissioners of Columbia County, Oregon, tha

) County Roadmaster, the County Counsel, the Columbia tounty-Sheriff
and any deputy sheriff, and the Colurnbia County Clerk.

SECTTON 14. SEVERABTLTTY.

.llle provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any
provision of this ordinance is held invalid or unconstitutional by
a €court of competent jurisdiction, such provision shalr be
considered a separate. distinct and independen€ provision and such
holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.
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SECTTON 15. EMERGENCY CLAUSE.

This ordinance being immediately necessary for the publ-ic
health, safety and weLfare of the citizens of Columbia County, €trr
emergency is declared to exist and this ordinance shal-1 take
effect on July L, 1994.

ADoPTED this /ifrl day of , I994.

BOARD OF COMMI IONERS
FOR

Cha

sl-oner

ss
Approved as to form

By
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By: '"1""^ /( fu,n tra
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First Reading:
Second Reading:
Effective Date:
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